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became a preacher, and 
auspices of the Methodist 
eled many years with marked 
in the counties of West Vir 
lio River. His wife was Miss 
. At the present time he resides at 
in Ritchie County. He is however still vigor 
performs much ministerial service, in connexion 
the duties laid upon him by the care of a large 
and the management of extensive farming operations. 

Thus we have traced the history of Thomas McNeil, 
the pioneer of Swago, as exemplified by brief allusions 
to those of his descendants whose names have been 
communicated to us. His name deserves honorable 
recognition for his courage in penetrating the danger- 
recesses of these forest wilds, at the time among the 
most exposed and dangerous points of the Indian 
frontier. He overcame difficulties and encouraged 
others to do the same, and showed how it was 
Then when this place came to be too narrow, 
and daughters trained by him were fitted to 
best of the opportunities opened up on the Ohio 
tier and were ready for them. 
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Pendleton) in 1831, 
ace near Green bank, now 
1841, Mr Gam moved 
in the woods, and 
possession of his sons. 

Mrs Ga n was Elizabeth, daughter of Ja nes Higgii: 
of Pendleton. They were the parents of one dang 
and two sons: Margaret Elsie, James Henry, 
Francis McBryde. 








aret was first married to James A. Logan, and 
first settled on a section of the homestead. Her child¬ 
ren were Johu Commodore, who died in 1861 while 
quite young, and Elizabeth, who became Mrs E. O. 
Moore, and lived on Deer Creek near Greenbank. 

By her second marriage Mrs Logan became Mrs 
Gragg, and lives on Back Mountain near the home¬ 
stead. It is her mother in law, Mrs Zebulon Gragg, 
who is believed to be the oldest person now living in 

the county. 
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James II. Gum fisrt married Sally Ann, daughter of 
Zebulon Gragg, and settled on a part of the home- 

His second marriage was with Tilda Hoover, 
daughter of Abel Hoover, near Gillespie. He was a 
Confederate soldier, attached .to the 62 d Regiment of 

infantry, that formed a part of General Im- 




boden 





e Gum first married Elizabeth 
and settled on the 

children by this marri 
Elizabeth, who are 

His second marr 








388 


HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COCNTY 


W 


whose 




ine Amanda, daughter ( 
was Comfort Slaven 
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Houchin family was from east Virgini 


McBryde Gum was a Confederate soldier, and went 
out with the Greenbatik company, known 





G 31st Virginia Infantry. He vo 
1801, and served throughout the war, and a 
wounded three times he is to be remembered 
tie scarred veteran of that mysterious and strange 

between the States. 

Those who are familiar with the history of the 31st 
Virginia Infantry, need not be reminded that no re 
meat in the service of the Confederacy has a more in- 
teresting and honorable record, or more frequently 
posted in the “deadly imminent breach or more re¬ 
lied on in dire emergencies. 

Fortunately Mr Gum’s wounds were slight and did 
not disable him for any length of time. The first 
wound was received in the bloody affair at Spottsyl- 
vania Court House. The second wound was iuflicte 
at Liberty, Bedford County, when General Hunter 
repulsed at Lynchburg. The third wound 
ed at the battle of Winchester. Instead of a 

he had his mustache neatly and closely trimmed 
# %/ 

a minnie ball at the battle of Cold H 
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have done the trimming a little more 
but not near so quickly. 

He was twice a prisoner of war. 
it time at Uriah Hevener’s, i 
ed. The second time he was 
Back Mountain, in October, 1864. 
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many privations, 

He blames the 













most of the hardships attending 
seems that the cook was infected 
of speculation that was so much in 

f and saw a chance to realize 
pocket money from the rations he drew at the eommis- 

While the cook would draw very liberal rations, 
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excessively economical in feeding them out. 


There were but two meals a day, breakfast and sup¬ 
per. For breakfast the bill of fare consisted of a slice 
of very light bread, about four fingers broad, half tin 
cup of weak coffee, and a slice of bacon two fingers 
broad and not much longer. Supper was served at 4 
p. m., consisting uniformilv of a tin cup of coffee and 
another small slice of bread, but no meat. It is but 
just to remark that all this was without the knowledge 
of the Federal officer in charge. An individual who 
been in the Southern service was the cook, and 
advantage of this opportunity to make a little 
:iiething for himself. He had found out that Con- 

were in the habit of living on little or 
and to feed such was just to his advantage. 

a nice thing of it and they would not 
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rcnce, and would think they had 
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iat would be allowed. 

Thus with the cheerful assistance of JVIcBryde Gum 

these sketches has had it in his 
family history of William 
our county in his day. 
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illiam A. Gum lmvo a 
neighbor, friend, and substantia], 

wav lie came to have a 
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out of the usual order. When 
e at Dun more, William Gum 
er. There was another William Gum from 
icinitv of Green bank, and the merchant to 
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difference and not get their accounts mixed, 
one from Back Mountain “William Alleghany 11 on 




name 



books. In settling he had Mr Gum to sign 
William A. Gum. From that circumstance he a 

w 

thus signed his name in business affairs and in correi 
pondence, and so got his middle name Alleghany 
after he became a grown person. In studying the 
origin of names, it is interesting to find tjiat a large 
number of names have originated from where persons 
happened to live. 

Forty-nine years ago, in August, the writer spent an 
hour or two at his newly made home in the woods, 
ever since there has been a beautiful picture in his 
mind of a truly contented man with his home 

roundings, endowed with the power of making him 
and all around him pleasant and cheerful. 





JACOB GUM, 

The second group of the Gum relationship are the 
descendants of Jacob Gum, who came from what is 
now Crabbottom, in Highland County, soon after the 
war of 1812. Upou his marriage with Martha Houchin 




